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Recently the Council had a retreat. St. Edward and Christ Episcopal Church purchased land
with a beautiful farmhouse, barn and several other buildings. A few months ago Pastor
Katharine and | drove out there to share a meal. They are graciously sharing the property with other
congregations as a retreat center. And so, on Saturday, March 14”‘, several council members and |
utilized that space for our time together for relaxation, reflection and leadership training. | think every-
one who went would agree, it truly was a beautiful setting.
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The main focus of our efforts was to develop a model in chart form of the various ministries offered
here at Faith Lutheran. We also listed the names of those responsible for all the various areas so we
could better take a look at the vast number of persons involved in leadership. Ideally, leadership
should be spread out amongst our membership so we can best utilize the gifts and talents that God
has provided in the congregation as a whole. We can then also better see those areas where too
much weight is on one person to, hopefully, avoid burdensome “burn-out”. Another interesting dimen-
sion to the chart is it enabled us to see where we were thriving in ministry, as well as pin-pointing ar-
eas where we were weak.

Here are a few findings. On the fifty different areas of ministry that we do here at Faith (YES... | did
say 50!) the leadership is pretty well dispersed. In a few areas, we could do a little better; however of
the 50 areas — 31 different people took part in the leadership (we're talking about the leader of the
group, not the committee members which is a vastly more significant number). We're moving in the
right direction with that. Also, of the 50 areas, only five can be defined as weak and in need of leader-
ship and efforts toward improvement.

We also pin-pointed ONE AREA that we are doing in a variety of small ways; but, that we would like to
tackle in a LARGE way. That is the area of Evangelism. Together, the council brainstormed several
possibilities and at our most recent council meeting several persons committed themselves to this
goal. So, | believe you will be hearing more about this topic in the very near future. Please don't hesi-
tate to bring your thoughts on evangelism to myself or other members of the council.

Having just gone through Lent, Holy Week and Easter | am so thankful for all of you who helped and
participated in the many events here at church... Ash Wednesday services, the soup suppers and
evening vesper worship, the Ministry Fair, New Members class and Sunday, Palm Sunday, the Seder
meal on Maundy Thursday as well as the worship service, Good Friday prayer vigil hosts and prayers,
Good Friday speakers, musicians, the altar guild, those who provided the beautiful sanctuary floral
and decorative arrangements on Easter Sunday, the youth activities, and all who assisted with the
services of worship, Easter Breakfast, first Communicants and their families... and all who continue to
support and invest themselves in the life of this congregation. The church is the people... it is YOU...
and | am so thankful for every one of you!

God'’s blessings,
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ZL SERVICE COMMITTEE NEWS !2

The Easter Breakfast was a huge success! We must have served about 125 people. A big
THANK YOU to all who donated food, helped with the set-up on Saturday preparing casseroles,
decorating tables, etc. Also, many thanks to those who helped on Sunday, cooking, serving,
cleaning up.

Here are a few things to note on your calendar:
> > Service Committee Meeting is May 6th at 12:30 p.m. at the church.

2> Potluck lunch will be May 13 at noon, with Carol Vicic as our speaker.

> > Looking a ways ahead to our June Potluck (June 10), we will have Rhonda Sykes,
Executive Director of Lamb’s Fold, to speak about their ministry.

One final reminder... Sunday, May 3 is the MS Walk at Dellwood Park. Heather Mendelson &
Jackie Marks are walking. If you would like to join the group or sponsor a walker, please see
Jackie Marks.

Thank you,
Service Committee Chair
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é L\‘ The cartridge recycling program has gotten off to a good start. We received $31 for the first batch we
@ sent in. | will be doing my spring walk-around to make a list of things that need attention. If you know
of anything that needs work please let me know and | will add it to my list.

Please plan to attend Church Cleanup Day on May 9 from 9-3.

Thank you,
Property Chair

Gleaning God's Harvest

Your Gleaning God’s HarvesEommittee would like to thank all of you who canté to participate in our ongoing scrip card pray
Testimonials from a variety of participants reirferhow easy it is to use your purchased scrip cardise scores of retailers in e
greater Joliet area. Here are some examples:

“It is nice to know that Faith Church gets a mongteebate back on every card | purchase,
and | still get full dollar value on the card | pehvased.”

“This is one additional way | can help the Churcketits daily expenses, and it doesn’t cost mesatra dime.”

“If I buy a $25 scrip card, the scrip card is likeaving $25 cash to use at my favorite retailer.
Yet the Church still gets a rebate! Everybody Wins

“I can’t afford to increase my weekly pledge rigtdw, but | can purchase weekly scrip cards,
which allows the Church to receive money back fitoeretailer.”

Well, this list of testimonials could go on and @t you get the point. THBGH program has now generated over $1000 in reljates
for our congregation, funds that are very much eded carry on God’s work to both our congregatiod our community.

Please stop by o@GH table, which is set up in Lippold Hall each andrgv@unday during coffee hour and in the narthexoteef™
service. A committee member will be glad to ansesy questions you may have, and by the way, ifesofryou were not awarg,
Ultra Foods has now been added to our list of gipeting retailers.
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ii?&i ADELINE LIPPOLDT’S 100 ™ BIRTHDAY

On June 8 Mrs. Lippoldt will be celebrating her 10irthday! (For those of you who are not familiar,
Mrs. Lippoldt is the widow of our founding Pastoine would like to do something special for thigifer lady. We
are looking for help and any ideas that you mayehaat we could do for her. Chris Bowen is vidguisig and taking
pictures around church during Coffee Hour, Sundzayo8l, meetings, etc. to send to her. The cousgilanning a
large birthday card for everyone to sign, and ttay®& Blanket Ministry is working on a gift. If yduave any
old pictures or gift ideas, please contact Jackélsg of the Service Committee. (
/?X:%\

Thank you! -Jackie Marks, 815-467-4094
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Annual Northern lllinois Synod Assembly T
Voting delegates representing Faith Lutheran "H $ #% "
for this year's Synod Assembly on % " & I

June 19 & 20 at Augustana College " \
in Rock Island are Bonnie Badurski,
Kyle Severson and Pastor Jane.

QOur stlidy continues..
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If you know of someone who you think would like a prayer blanket, or if you would like to participate in this very
worthwhile ministry, please contact Joyce Reed 725-5540, Jackie Marks 467-4094 or Carol Vicic 254-6711.
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) ¥+, -4).7$ 1 With sincere apologies, it has come to our attentfat the following birthdays
were inadvertently omitted from the April Newslette

Charles Wolf (04/01) Jackie Marks (04/05)
Travis Pollard (04/05)
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