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JANUARY 2009  Newsletter  



MONTHLY POT 
LUCK  

 

Pot Luck will be  
WEDNESDAY,  

January 14, 2009 .   
@ 12:00 Noon  

THANK YOU to THRIVENT  
 

For their $175 match to the  
cookbook fundraiser which  

will be used for  
Christmas eve service  

musicians.  

PRAYER BLANKET  MINISTRY 

òGod grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.ó    

THE SERENITY  PRAYER 

Our Prayer Blanket Ministry has begun to bloom.  If you know of someone who you 

think would like a prayer blanket, or if you would like to participate in this very 

worthwhile ministry, please contact:   

Joyce Reed  725-5540,  Jackie Marks, 467-4094, or Carol Vicic 254-6711. 

 

 
 

 

Join us on Tuesday 10  

THANK YOU to all who donated food to 

the Blessing Bench Food Pantry this year.  

We had a total of 1066 items.  Thank you 

to Bill Niswonger who delivered all the 

food items to the pantry and to those of 

you who helped serve their guests.  

Pastoral Acts:  

11/30  Baptism of John Carl Ed-
wards,  

  Attention: Men of Faith  

  January 17th, 2009 

  8:00 -10:00 am  

Breakfast, worship and program. 

 ALL MEN WELCOME  



JOURNEY OF THE MAGI  
 

Much of what is our Church tradition is based on a few words of Scripture that have captured 
the imaginations of preachers and writers.  I have written about the uncertainty regarding the 
date of the birth of Jesus; now it is time to think about Epiphany.  According to the Church  
calendar, the season begins with the Feast of Epiphany on the 6th of January.  As tradition has 
it, this date marks the arrival of the Wise Men from the East. 
 

In Matthew 2, we read: ñIn the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking ñWhere is the child who has been born King 
of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.ò  We 
know the rest of the story, how the wise men traveled to Bethlehem, presented gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, and returned home by a different route to defeat the evil intentions of 
Herod.  So who were the wise men?  Matthew doesnôt say, exactly, and the other Gospels donôt 
include this episode.   
 

Western art depicts three wise men offering their gifts to the Holy Child.  But Matthew doesnôt 
say there were three wise men, just that there were three gifts.  Sometimes they are referred to 
as the ñthree kings.ò   That kings would have left their kingdoms to travel across a desert in 
those dangerous times is unlikely.  The wise men may have been royal emissaries, but they  
almost certainly werenôt kings.  Tradition also gives them names-Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar, but those names aren'tô mentioned in Matthew.  The Syrian and Armenian Christians 
have totally different names for them. 
 

What can we infer from the Scriptures?  Well, the wise men came from the East.  East of the 
Roman Empire was the Parthian Empire, which included Babylonia and Persia.  The fact that 
the wise men followed a star suggests that they were at the very least astrologers.  In ancient 
times, astrology was practiced widely in Babylonia and Persia, astrological knowledge was the 
province of a priestly caste called the Magi.  It is likely, then, that these visitors were Magi, 
members of the Persian priesthood.  They worshiped a God called Ahura-Mazda, a God of light 
whose symbol was the sun.  He was usually worshiped by lighting sacred fires.  The Magi  
believed that a human soul had a double in the heavensða star.  They thought that when a 
really important person was born, a bright star would appear.  Thus they followed the star to 
Judea.  Then why would they honor the King of the Jews?  Well, during the Babylonian  
Captivity, the prophet Daniel became known to the Magi, and later generations recalled Jewish 
prophecy.   
 

So a foreign religion and its practice of astrology became vehicles for Godôs revelation of the 
Savior.  That, I think, underlines the universality of ChristðGod really doesnôt care where youôre 
from.  Secondly, the Magi gave the Christ Child the best they could offer.  That is an example 
for all of us.  Perhaps we canôt give Him gold and other fine things, but we can offer Him (to 
paraphrase a nineteenth-century poet) our hearts.  
 

In 2009 we will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 4 (the 6th is a Tuesday).  The following 
Sunday, January 11, will be observed as the Baptism of Jesus.  As we enter the season of 
Epiphany, what will your offering be?  Gold, incense, or best of all, your heart?     
 

        Charles R. Wolf,  Chair, Worship Committee 



SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING  

 

JANUARY CHALLENGE  

At the meeting of the Caring Committee we decided that the January Challenge would be 

spare change for the BABY BOTTLES for Living Alternatives, a Pregnancy Resource Center.  

Please watch for the baby bottles to be sitting out and take as many as you think you can 

fill with your spare change laying around.  Thank you in advance for any help you can give 

this worthy cause. The next meeting will be January 7th 12:30 at Church.  

 

ATTENTION ALL LADIES WILLING TO HELP  

We are in need of ladies to join us in the Caring Committee.  We are a fun group who 

meets once a month to plan a monthly challenge to help one organization or other.  If you 

have any questions and want to help us in any way, please call Joann at 815 -467 -6218.  

 

A òBIGó THANK YOU TO JACKIE MARKS for doing the Challenge of the Caring Tree.  I 

appreciate you so much.   

 

REMINDER  

The pot lucks will begin again on January 14th (Wednesday) at noon.  Hope to see you 

there.  See the sign up sheet on the board.  

 

Thank you , Joann Smothers,  Caring Committee.  

Resource Committee / 2009 Budget  
 

The resource committee had their first budget meeting on Thursday, December 

11.  We talked about several elements of the budget including the line items for 
the  

Service, Education, and Worship Committees as well as the need to provide cost 
of living increases for our staff.  We discussed how important it is to put our faith 

in God and to trust that the direction of our congregation will be lead by Him.  
 

On Tuesday, January 6th 2009 at 7:30, the Resource Committee will meet 
again (its not possible for me to get appendicitis like I did last year) to draft the 

budget that will be considered at the Church Council the following Tuesday.  After 
approval by the council, the budget will be presented at the congregational meet-

ing where it will be considered for approval by the congregation as a whole.  
 

Please come to the January 6th meeting at 7:30 pm to offer your perspective on 

how the budget should be crafted.  Where your money is, there your heart is 
also.  This is true for congregations as well as families and individuals.  Please 

come to let us know here you want the heart of this congregation to be.  
 

Ryan Eggert  



ñGleaning Godôs Harvestò 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

In early December, we launched our new ñGleaning Godôs Harvestò scrip purchase program here at Faith, 

and the congregational response has been fantastic!  Simply put this program allows you to cover your 

weekly day in-day out expenses by purchasing redeemable cash cards (gift cards) good at over 200  

retailers throughout the great Chicago-land area.  Anything from groceries to gasoline can be purchased 

with these cards.  And guess what!  Faith Lutheran Church gets a rebate on every dollar you contribute 

toward the card purchase.  For those who may not yet be familiar with this program, please allow me to 

explain. 
 

Several years ago two ladies, of strong Christian faith, wanted to help churches, regardless of denomina-

tion, and non-profit charities find a way to raise significant additional revenues for their congregations 

and/or charitable organizations.  The idea they came up with was nothing short of genius.  They began 

contacting all major national name retailers across the U.S. and Canada and asked them one simple  

question.  ñIf we could develop a large consumer base that would be interested in purchasing cash cards 

specific to purchases at your stores, would be interested in offering these consumers a rebate on each card 

they purchase?ò  Well, the  response was an overwhelming ñyesò!  Encouraged these ladies moved and 

formed a company call the Great Lakes Scrip Center (ñscripò is a term that refers to cash in a different 

form such as a cash or gift card).  The mission of this company is to purchase cash cards in mass quantities 

from retailers all across the U.S. and Canada and allow non-profit organizations to purchase these cards 

and receive rebates for doing so.  As a new member of GLSC, here is how Faith intends to administer the  

program. 
 

1. Each Sunday orders will be accepted after services and during coffee hour. 
 

2. Order forms are easy to fill out.  Generally speaking our rebates can range anywhere from 4%  - 12% 

of the face value of the cash card purchased.  If needed, a team member can help you fill out the order 

form. 
 

3. Depending on the retailer, cash cards are being offered in various denominations.  When ordering, 

please either  pay cash or write a check to Faith Lutheran Church. 
 

4. All Sunday orders will be placed electronically with GLSC the following day (Monday).  The money 

collected on Sunday will be deposited the next day (Monday) in our special checking account set up 

for this program.  
 

5. Once received GLSC will acknowledge our order and withdraw the necessary funds from our account 

to pay for the cash cards.  One of the nice features about this program is that GLSC only withdraws the 

net amount due on each cash card leaving the rebate in our account.  The cards are then shipped and 

received at Faith the same week.  Those who ordered will receive their cards each Sunday.  
 

There you have it.  The process then repeats itself on a weekly basis.  Is the program painless to each of 

us?  Yes!  Because when you buy a cash card worth $25, you will receive a cash card valued at $25.  The 

cash card has really not cost you any fees.  Yet, our congregation receives a rebate from your purchase.  If 

each of us learns to cover our day in-day out weekly expenses through the purchase and use of the these 

cards, we can add substantially to our church revenues. 
 

We are calling our program ñGleaning Godôs Harvest.ò  Just when we think we have gathered all of Godôs 

harvest he always provides more.  We just have to learn how to reach out and further glen the fields.  With 

this thought in mind, our goal should be to get our entire congregation participating in the ñGleaning 

Godôs Harvestò program.  Please continue to place your order every Sunday for these cash cards.  Your 

participation is crucial to a successful program.  Oh, by the way, ask your friends to participate in the  

program as well.  
 

Bill Niswonger  



Youth Events 
 

Guppies (Preschool-kindergarten) youth will be gathering on Sat., January 24th from  10:00 a.m. 

until noon.  We will be playing games, making a craft, enjoying a snack and having a great time to-

gether.  Parents and friends are always welcome. 
 

Dynamos (1st-4th grade) youth will be gathering on Thurs., January 22nd from 6:00ð7:30 pm.  

We come together to play games and enjoy a snack.  Parents and friends are always welcome.   
 

The Blast (5th-8th grade) will be on Sat., January 24th from 6:00ð9:00 pm.  We will play games 

and enjoy dinner together.  Friends are always welcome and so are parents.  Bring a friend and lets 

have some fun. 
 

High School Happening (High School Youth) will be gathering on Sun., January 25th from Noon 

until about 3:00 pm.  We will gather for talking and lunch. 
 

Ski Trip will be on Monday, January 19th.  There is more information available at 

Church.  Look for details and permission slips on the bulletin boards.  
 

If you have any questions please call Shari Johnson at 815-725-2501 or the church office.  

BIBLES  
 

Five of our Sunday School Students re-
ceived their 3rd Grade Bibles during worship 

service on We will be presenting Bibles to 
3rd graders on Sunday, December 7th:  

Jaycob Davila, Joanna Riemer,  
Cyndal Johnson, Adrian Raygor, 

and Bryce Perez  

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR  

Sunday School Children for participation in 
the Childrenôs Christmas Program.  

  
 Also, thank you to the Sunday School 
teachers, Eva Stobbe, Shayne Davila, 

Shari Johnson, Marcia Johnson and  
acting superintendent, Sandra Hoogstra, 

to program director, Kathy Nichols,  
pianist Vince McGirr, and to those who 

helped with the Pot -Luck: Jackie Marks, 

Shayne Davila, Christina Eggert,  
Bonnie Badurski, Patricia Shue,  

Brenda Dodge and Deanna Carlson.  

HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Chris Bowen, Chuck Champene and Pastor Jane have begun co-teaching a class 

for our High School Students that will be a òteen forumó covering a variety of 

interesting topics and sessions.  They will meet in the little office in our main 

office on Sunday Mornings between services at 10:00 am.   

All high school students are invited to attend.  Hope to see you there!  
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Altar Guild    Carol Vicic  

Thank You!!  

Thank you for donating your time and talents to the ministry of Faith Lutheran 
Church.  We could not provide all that we do without your support.  May you 

continue to be our partners in ministry!  

Worship Assistants at 8:30AM  

 Acolytes 

01/04  

To be announced 
01/11 

01/18 

01/25 

 Assisting Minister 

01/04 Angie Hochevar 

01/11 Sharilyn Markese 

01/18 Angie Hochevar 

01/25 Sharilyn Markese  

 Communion Assistants 

01/04 Bonnie Badurski 

01/11 Myrt Larson 

01/18 Kay Champene 

01/25 Bonnie Badurski 

 Lectors 

01/04 Angie Hochevar 

01/11 Sharilyn Markese 

01/18 Angie Hochevar 

01/25 Sharilyn Markese 

 Ushers / Presenters 

01/04 Tom Goldfuss & John Reed 

01/11 Jim Lauterbach & Billie Niswonger 

01/18 Jim Lauterbach & Billie Niswonger  

01/25 Kay & Chuck Champene 

 Greeters 

01/04 Joyce Reed 

01/11 Brenda Dodge 

01/18 Marilyn Dodge 

01/25 Joann Smothers  

 Acolytes 

01/04  
Corey Alonso  

For the whole month 
of January  

01/11 

01/18 

01/25 

Worship Assistants at 11:00AM  

 Assisting Minister 

01/04 Shari Johnson 

01/11 Patricia Shue 

01/18 Dennis Wills 

01/25 Shari Johnson 

 Communion Assistants 

01/04 Steve Ver Halen 

01/11 Shari Johnson 

01/18 Diane Henry 

01/25 Patricia Shue 

 Lectors 

01/04 Shari Johnson 

01/11 Steve Ver Halen 

01/18 Karen Wills 

01/25 Shari Johnson  

 Ushers / Presenters  

01/04 Verlin & Samantha Johnson  
and Jaymz Pritchett 

01/11 Hannelore Richweiss 

01/18 Karen & Keith Wills 

01/25 Diane Henry & Wanda Dietz 

 Greeters 

01/04 The Johnson Family 

01/11 Hannelore Richweiss 

01/18 Karen Wills 

01/25 Diane Henry & Wanda Dietz 



01/1  Leo Fende  

 Rhonda Hambrick  

01/2 Robert Bierman 

 Dorothy Werner 

01/3 Rachel Hornsby 

01/04 Edward Suski   

01/05 Nancy Bertani   

01/06 Elsie Melahn 

01/07 Ronald Smothers 

01/09 Juliana Prebe   

01/10 Layla Requena 

 Donald Werner 

01/11 Monica Calderon 

 Ben Markese 

01/12 Don Olsen 

01/14 Clarice Engleman 

01/15 William Abel 

 Joel Niswonger 

01/16 Michael Hoffman 

 Michi Peretti  

01/17 Dolores Riemer 

01/19 Don Carlson 

 Joyce Carlson 

01/21 Angela Gariboldi 

 Shawn Martin 

01/22 Billie Niswonger 

01/23 Samantha Guzman 

 Clifford Kitchen 

 Patricia Shue 

01/24 Charles L. Champene 

 Charles W. Champene 

 Stephanie Johnson 

01/25 Devin Olsen 

01/27 Monikka Schmitz 

01/28 Brook Griffith 

01/30 Tanya Branden 

 Terry Kania 

 Carol Ritchie 

01/21 Brenda Wolf 

We are aware of the  following members of Faith Lutheran Church having birthdays in JANUARY .  

GOD BLESS YOU  as you recall the day God first gave you life!   

If  your birthday is omitted or incorrectly recorded, please let us know.  

Robert K Lausch  

CMR 427  Box 725  

APO AEO 9630  

B.D. November 20th  

Donald & Kelli 
Werner & baby 
son, Donald  
PSC76 Box 1469  
APO, AE 09720  

Sergeant  James Marks  
E-TRP, 2/3 ACR  
LSA Diamond Back  
APO AE 09334  

Seaman Megan Dutlinger  

PSC 812 Box 3220  

FPO AE  09627 -3200  

Life is  fragile- handle with prayeré 
To start up the Prayer Telephone  Machineé  

Call Elsie  at 725-4373 or go to www.faithjoliet.com 
and email your prayer requests  

Remember our Service Personnel  
 
During times of war it is important to remember our servicemen both in prayer and with cards and letters.   
Below are listed friends of the congregation who are serving overseas during this time of conflict.   
 
If you have someone to add to our list, please give the following information to the church office or Pastor 

Jane: name, service  
address, birth date and who/relationship submitting the ame.  Please keep the office updated when they return.  

2009 Flower and Sanctuary Candle  

Sign Up Sheets  
 
The lists are posted on the  

bulletin board in the narthex so that 
you can begin to choose  
special dates and occasions for the 
upcoming year for flowers and our 

sanctuary candle.  Please choose some dates 
that are significant occasion in your life to share 
your  

remembrances and beautify our sanctuary for  
worship.  Letôs share our blessings! 

I want to take this opportunity to 

thank you all for your cards and 

generous gifts at Christmas.  You 

are truly a blessing.  

     Pastor Jane  


