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DECEMBER 2008  Newsletter 

Sunday, December 7th  
Jesus Christ Advent Celebration  

10:00 am. 

Wednesday, December 24th  
Christmas Eve Service  
3:45 pm Choral Prelude  

4:00 pm Candlelight Worship  
10:45 pm  Choral Prelude  

11:00 pm worship candlelight  

 

Thursday, Christmas Day  
NO Services  



 

Girls Club  

 

Our post -confirmation 
Girlõs Group baked cookies 

as a Christmas treat and 
mailed them to our  

servicemen overseas.  

 

PRAYER BLANKET  MINISTRY 
òGod grant me the serenity to accept the things I 

cannot change, the courage to change the things 

I can, and wisdom to know the difference.ó   

THE SERENITY  PRAYER 

Our Prayer Blanket Ministry has begun to bloom.  If you 

know of someone who you think would like a prayer  

blanket, or if you would like to participate in this very 

worthwhile ministry, please contact:  Joyce Reed  725-

5540,  Jackie Marks, 467-4094, or Carol Vicic 254-6711. 

PROPERTY 
 

Itõs that time of year again, cold and windy with 
snow and freezing temperatures just around the 
corner. I have the furnace fired up for the winter, 
but it will take a little time to get the heat  
regulated the way everyone wants it, such as the 
conference room and the fellowship hall. I will 
keep working on this until it is working the way it 
should.  
 

The Ray Riemer Memorial is finished and looking 
great.  A big thank you to Kyle Alonso for his hard 
work.  Also thank you for thinking of the Church for 
the Eagle Scout project.  
 

All the flower gardens have been put to bed for the 
winter and still looking great.  Thank you to  
Darlene Lattimer for all your hard work.  Also 
thank you to John Reed and Ron Smothers for 
keeping the lawn looking good all summer,  
especially on those extra hot days.  
 

Thank you 
Dennis Cannon, Property Chair 

THANK YOU!  
 

A big thank you from the Worship 
team to everyone involved with 
Vinceõs 20th Anniversary party.  

Many people contributed to make 
this a special day for Vince, and 

we thank you all!!  

CLEAN UP DAY  
 

The Altar Guild will be having a 
cleanup day on  

Saturday, December 13th  
from 9:00 am ð12:00 pm.   

We will be cleaning the sanctuary 
as well as doing some decorating 

in preparation for Christmas.  If you have an 
hour or two to spare on Saturday morning, we 
can use your help.  Everyone is welcome.  
Service hours are available for confirmation 
and high school students.  

Lessons & Carols  
 

We will again this year on the Sunday following Christmas 
have communion services at the regular times featuring  

Traditional Christmas Carols and related Scriptures 

Faith Lutheranôs New Scout Troop 
 

The boys are meeting on Monday  
evenings and are growing in numbers.  
For a service project they provided a 
Thanksgiving dinner for one of our 
families in need.  If you have a son who 
is interested in joining the troop, please 

call Sandra Hoogstra for more information .  

Welcome Our New neighbors  
 

Partners for Non -Violence, a counseling 
agency, is leasing our rental space in the  
educational wing of the church.  Please  
welcome Matthew G. Zatkalik and his 
staff to our building here at Faith  
Lutheran.  



COLORS IN SEASON  
 

The days of December are short and dark, yet there is a great deal of color to the  
seasons of Advent and Christmas.  Shops and streets are decorated with green wreaths and 
red bows, white stars, and many kinds of colorful decorations.  The Christmas trees go up and 
are covered with multi -colored lights.  So in the cold and darkness of the season, we celebrate 
Christõs arrival with warmth and brightness  
everywhere.  
 

All of this is wonderful to behold, but what does it have to do with the Church?  The folks who 
plan your worship have to take a more structured view of things.  In the first place, the season 
of Advent, which lasts until December 24, is not so much a season of jolly celebration as a 
time of expectation and even of penitence.  True, there is some discussion today as to whether 
Advent is or is not a penitential season, but since we acknowledge the message of John the 
Baptist during that time, we can hardly ignore this exhortations to repent of sin and prepare 
for the Savior.  The Advent liturgy and hymns, many in minor keys, are more introspective 
and quieter than the ones prescribed for Christmas; and the predominant color in the sanctu-
ary is violet or blue.  
 

Liturgical colors have a long tradition in Western Christianity, dating from at least the fourth 
century.  Colors are chosen not randomly but to evoke particular moods or emotions.  A few 
years back, I served as organist at a church where the Altar Guild thought it would be jolly to 
put red on the altar for Christmas.  The pastor was horrified and quickly informed the guild 
members of their error.  They had no idea that the colors meant anything in particular!  For 
example, in Advent we use violet to remind us of the royalty of Christ, and it is also associated 
with sorrow and penitence.  Alternatively, we may use blue, which is associated with the virgin 
Mary (in paintings, she always wears blue garments), and with the evening sky of December, 
from which came the star and the angels.  
 

Christmas celebrates the birth of Christ, emphasizing His purity and innocence.  White is the 
color of light and of day, and it is a recommended color for Christmas.  The other choice is 
gold (yellow), the color of the morning sun, and it is also associated with royalty.  (Remember, 
gold was one of the gifts of the Magi.)  So do not be surprised if, this Christmas, the sanctuary 
is decorated with white and gold.  True, some people may like red and green because theyõre 
òtraditional,ó  but white and gold are the accepted liturgical colors.  And you can always deco-
rate your house any way you like!  
 

During the Advent season, we will slip in few Christmas decorations here and there, so come 
and see the season change.  Midweek Advent services will be on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  
Christmas Eve services are 4:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. There will be no service on Christmas 
Day, but the following Sunday we will have Lessons and Carols.  The paraments will still be 

white, which may give us a new understanding of the term òwhite Christmas.ó  Celebrate this 
blessed time with us.  

Charles R. Wolf,  Chair, Worship Committee  

Thank you for serving as worship assistants.  
Please check the enclosed calendar for your dates and time.  

 

 
 

Join us on Tuesday 10  

Join us for  
ADVENT EVENING VESPERS on 

Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.  



Attention: Men of Faith  
 Have you ever passed a bell-ringer for the salvation Army at Christmas time and  

wondered ñGee, Iôll bet that would be fun to doò?  Well, wonder no more!   

On Saturday, December 13, after our breakfast and worship at 8 a.m., we will be  

assisting the Salvation Army by ringing bells outside some store in our area, from 10 a.m. til Noon.  

Besides the normal sign up sheet for the breakfast, there will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex for 

you to be able to add your name and to the list of bell-ringers, and to choose which store you want 

Dear Faith Friends, 
 

In October of 1988, I applied for a music position at Faith Lutheran and interviewed with former  
Pastor Rodney Juell.  In the course of the discussion he reassured me that I would be most comfortable here.   
Little did I realize then what ôcomfortableõ really meant.   
 

I am so thankful for many individual and corporate expressions of friendship and love that have been 
expressed to me over the past twenty years.  When I needed support you were there.  When I needed 
some guidance you were there.  When I needed nurturing you were there.  When I needed comfort you 
were there.  Because you were there, when I needed you  most, I sincerely value and hold closely, today, 
many special relationships with staff, choirs, and members of the congregation. 
 

Your  affection and financial generosity shown to me at the reception on November 2, was somewhat 
overwhelming, also.  I deeply appreciate the Ticket Master gift cards and the significant check.  I do 

plan on attending some wonderful musical offerings in the Chicagoland area. 
 

Yes, I am comfortable, here, with my Faith family.  With Godõs help I do hope to continue in music ministry for 
many years to come. 

 

In gratitude and love, 
 

Vince McGirr 

EVENING PRAYER SERVICE  

Las Posadas 
Want a unique Advent experience?  Join us as we 

gather with our friends from Santa Cruz and First Lu-

theran for Las Posadas Dec., 19 @ 6:30 at Santa 

Cruz/1st Lutheran, 55 W Benton Street, Joliet.  
 

Las Posadas is an ancient Advent devotion 

in which we are invited to accompany Mary 

and Joseph in their quest for lodging. This 

devotional experience invites the partici-

pants to consider anew how Christ dwells 

within our hearts and homes and in particular calls us to 

extend hospitality to a stranger.  Pastor Keith Forni will 

lead us in this experience.  Wear a warm coat as we will be 

outside for part of the time.  A pot luck will follow at the 

ÊÏÜÙÊÏȭɯɯ"ÖÔÌȱɯÈÕËɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÍÙÐÌÕËȭɯɯ 

SPECIAL FUNDRAISER PROJECT  
 

This month we will begin an on -going  

project via the Great Lakes Script  

Center.  Itõs really quite simple.  We 

have a listing of over three hundred 

commonly used restaurants, grocery 

& clothing stores, gas stations,  

pharmacies, etc.  You can purchase 

gifts cards for the places you shop 

at the value of your dollar and then 

go and do your shopping.  The 

church earns a percentage from 

every card slot.  



SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

On Nov. 12, 2008 a meeting of the Caring Committee was held at church at 12:30pm.  We talked abut the 

names for the Caring Tree and the organizations where we were going to get them.  Please help those less 

fortunate by taking the tags off the tree and purchasing the gift suggested on the tag.  The date we need the 

gift back at church will be on the tags so we can get them delivered in time.  Thank you so much in advance.   

The next meeting will be December 10th @ 12:30 pm @ the church.  
There will be a sign up chart for volunteers needed to help at First Lutheran/Santa Cruz with their food pantry 

to unload a truck, help bag the food and help distribute it to the people who come for it.  Please watch for the 

sign up chart and hopefully you can help this worthy and rewarding cause before the Christmas Holidays.  

Deanna Carlson ended the meeting with a prayer.          Thank you, Joann Smothers, Caring Committee Chairman 

MONTHLY POT LUCK NOTICE  
 

The Pot Luck for  
December  has been CANCELLED.   

 

Also it was decided at the last Pot Luck to try 
having the Pot Lucks on  

WEDNESDAY.   
 

So the next Pot Luck will be  
January 14, 2009 .   

Thanks to all for their input on this decision .  

JOIN US FOR  

ADVENT CELEBRATION SUNDAY  
 

There will be only ONE service of worship on 

Sunday, December 7th, at 10:00  

followed by the Sunday School Childrenôs  

Christmas Program at 11:15 and Pot Luck  

Dinner at 12:00.  Directly following the  

dinner we will go Christmas Caroling to our 

homebound members.   

Hope you can join us in this celebration!  

RESOURCE COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 

Coming soon at Faith, you will have an opportunity to contribute real money to our church without giving 

any money.  That sounds strange doesnôt it.  How can you contribute money to the church without giv-

ing the church any money?  The answer is leverage.  

 

We will soon be rolling out a fundraiser that will reward our church with a percentage of the cost of our 

everyday purchases.  Thatôs right, all of our purchases, from toilet paper to toothpaste, can be used to 

raise money for the ministries here at Faith.  

 

The process is very simple.  We will be registering with a program that will allow members here at Faith 

to buy gift cards from a wide variety of vendors.  For example, if you buy a $25 gift card from Wal -Mart 

through our program, you will get to use $25 at Wal -Mart to buy things that you normally purchase 

there.  The difference is that Faith gets to keep a percentage of the amount of gift cards that you pur-

chased. In this way you are leveraging your consumer power buy getting extra value by simply changing 

the method of payment.  Other congregations have used this program and have been able to raise over 

$20,000 in two years.  

 

The details of this program have not been sorted out yet, but we are excited about its potential.  Keep a 

look out for information to come.  

 

If you have an idea for a fundraiser for the church or for a specific ministry of the church, the Resources  

Committee would like to know.  Just leave a message at the church office for Ryan Eggert or feel free to 

call me on my cell phone 815 -302 -5362.  

 

As we wrap up 2008, the Resource Committee is looking ahead to the congregational budget meeting in 

January 2009 as well as the stewardship campaign which will commence in late winter early spring.   

Anyone who would like to offer their input on the church budget for 2009, please come to the next  
resource committee meeting.  Our next resources meeting will be on December 11 at 7:30.  All are  

welcome.  You can also submit questions or comments regarding next yearôs budget by emailing me at 

ryaneggert@msn.com.  

 

By Ryan Eggert  



Faith Lutheran Sunday School Pre-

sents: 

ñThe Littlest Christmas Treeò 

Christmas Program 
 

December 7th, @ 11:15 
 

Practice on December 6 from 10 amð12pm 
 

All ages are invited to participate in our  

program, the more the merrier.  Speaking of 

merry, following our program we will be  

having a pot luck to be followed with caroling. 
Deck the Hallsé  Oh Holy Nighté Silent Nighté 

Donôt let the good oleô hymns be forgotten, bring 

the family for good fun and  

to pass along tradition.   

So please join us for the practice on December 

6th and then on the 7th come for:  

worship at 10 am 

Program at 11:15 am,  

pot luck right after program and  

caroling to complete the day! 

Hope to see you there! 

BIBLES  
 

We will be presenting Bibles to 
3rd graders on Sunday, December 7th at a 

special 10:00 am service of worship.   
 If you have a 3rd grader, please contact the 
church office with the childõs name so we 

can make the presentation to  
your child at that time.  

2009 Flower and Sanctuary Candle  

Sign Up Sheets  

 

The lists are posted on the  

bulletin board in the narthex so 

that you can begin to choose  

special dates and occasions for the upcom-

ing year for flowers and our sanctuary can-

dle.  Please choose some dates that are 

significant occasion in your life to share 

your  

remembrances and beautify our sanctuary 

for  

worship.  Letôs share our blessings! 

Chris Bowen and Pastor Jane accompanied 

seven of our junior high confirmation  

students to the Lutheran Outdoor  

 Ministry Camp in Oregon, Il.  recently for 

a weekend of fun and reflection and very 

Spirited Worship.  

THANK YOU  
For his Eagle Scout project, Kyle Alonso and 
his troop erected the Ray Riemer Memorial 
Prayer Garden located off the side parking 
area.  Thank you to the family and scouts for 
the landscaping addition to our property.  

Spread Some Christmas Cheer  
 

We will be working at the  
Blessing Bench Food Pantry  
for the month of December.   

The sign-up chart is located in the narthex.  

Helping Hand Christmas Tree  
 

Our Christmas tree with tags will be up on  
November 30 to help those less fortunate.  We 
ask that you return the gifts with the tag attached 
by December 14.  The gifts need to be either  
 unwrapped, in a gift bag, or a Christmas gift box.    
 

This is per the State of Illinois and 
Department of Children and Family 
Services regulations. The gifts can 
then be opened.    
 

Thank you in advance for helping to 
make the Christmas Season a 
blessed one for those less fortunate.  

Pastoral Acts:  
11/12 Baptism of Aiden Weldon,  
   son of Justin Weldon and Melissa Medina 


