NOVEMBER 2008 Newsletter

Rev. Jane Perkolup, Pastor
353N. Midland Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435
Office Phone (815) 728213 Office hours: Monddy Friday 9amlpm
www.faithjoliet.com FaithNewsl@sbcglobal.net

OUR MIssSION:  Sharing the Love of God

OUR VISION GOALS: Feed the Hungry Connect with New Neighbors
Grow Caring Relationships  Engage Adults in Christian Education
From the
Pastor’s desk. .. ..

Thanksgiving is coming quickly upon us. I think it’s going to be a special
Thanksgiving this year in light of the current state of affairs in our country.
In times of prosperity we tend to take life for granted and go through the
routine of giving thanks as if comfort and abundance is normal; and, in this
country, no matter what our situation, our standard of living is so much higher
than in many other places in the world.

Not only is there hunger and suffering in many corners of the world; but, we are
currently at war and are involved in military actions in other places. Our economy
is devastating — the numbers of folks losing their homes to foreclosure is tremendous
and growing larger each day. Businesses, both small and large corporate, are
closing at an alarming rate. Banks and the stock markets are in trouble here and
are affecting the global markets as well. Recently gas prices were so high people are
beginning to think they need a more efficient car, or perhaps they should car-pool
or, maybe even bicycle or walk to their destinations. Folks are losing their jobs and
for all of us, the future is unclear. And Faith Lutheran Church, like most of our
churches, is struggling to cover our monthly bills while continuing vital ministries.
Already we are getting calls ( usually they begin in mid December) from folks who
are hoping to get on some sort of Christmas List and receive food and gifts for their
children. Times are tough.

A common tradition for families at Thanksgiving is to go around the dinner table
before they begin eating, and everyone say one thing for which they are thankful.
And in the midst of all our problems, nature is still unfolding, there are people we
love, and God is on the throne. I think this year it will be especially important to
remember our neighbors; to share whatever we have with others. Perhaps we
should be more sensitive to those around us, not fully knowing what they might be
going through. It’s a good time to prioritize what and who is really important in
our lives and count them as blessings. And, even in the midst of the turmoil to
realize that in many ways we ARE truly blessed.

No matter what we do in this world — God’s love is unchanging. God’s plan for
eternal life and salvation is unchanging. God’s interaction with us, because God
loves us and wants to be in relationship with us . . . is unchanging. And remember,
God has never abandoned civilization and left us stuck. There is always HOPE for
tomorrow.

Often when we lose something, it is then that we realize how important is was to
us. This year, let’s reflect on what we do have and be thankful for that. My prayer
for you and your family is that you will have a loving and blessed Thanksgiving
filled with joy and hope for all of God’s creation.

God’s blessings,

Sheton é@a@
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ALL SAINTS DAY
All Saints Sunday
is November 2.

At Faith Church we will

be remembering

William Dodge
Irene Macak

Beverly June Wheeler
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Pastor Jane and family would like to thank
everyone for your kind words of comfort
and cards at the recent passing of her
Mother. Your caring support was greatly
appreciated.

Pastoral Acts:

10/11 Wedding of Kim Severson & Kelly VanHyning
10/12 Baptism of Katharine Budny, infant daughter
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of Matthew and Briana Budny

EVENING VESPERS

Together with our friends from
1st
November 18@ 6:15 @ Faith

Lut heran / Sant a

Come for prayer, pot luck and fellowship

Congratulations
to Kim and Kelly VanHyning
on their marriage here at Faith
on Saturday, October 11.

Kim is the daughter of Greg and Dorothy Severson.
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NOVEMBER FOOD CHALLENGE

-peri shabl e
bring them to church.
Items will go to the Blessing Bench.

food item
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The Angel of Love visited the church offices recently
and out-fitted all the windows with beautiful new
,° Wwood blinds. Praise God for this anonymous
out-pouring of generosity.

Cruzé
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WHAT BLEAK NOVEMBER?

In literature, November is often portrayed as a cold, barren month, devoid of any charm. Itis
that time of grayness and deathly silence after the harvest, just before the winter snows begin.
Brr.

But in our life as a Christian congregation, November is full of activity. It begins with the

Festival of All Saints, November 1. | alluded to this in my last article. Remember, All Saints
was originally set aside to celebrate the saints newly canonized by the Pope. Of course, we
Protestants have a different take on it. We teach that all who are baptized and who are true
believers in Christ Jesus are His saints, both on earth and in Heaven. So All Saints is a celebra-

tion of Christds believers, and we especially I
Somewhere in the service, itds customary to  sin
All the Saints. I dondt know about you, but th
verse about the o0distant triumph song. 6 Thils vy
celebrate All Saints on November 2, which is perfectly acceptable. In the preReformation era,

November 2 was All Souls Day, so wedre still on

By the way, the afternoon of November 2 is the time we have chosen to celebrate the twentieth
anniversary of the tenure of Vince McGirr, our organist and music director. If you are reading
this on or before November 2, please join us at the church from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. | suspect that
few people realize how much Mr. McGirr has done for us. He deserves thanks.

The next really important day in November is Christ the King Sunday. This year its on

November 23. Christ the King (Christi Rex) is the last Sunday in the Church year. When | was

a teenager attending church in the Augustana Sy
was full of grim warnings about the end of tihe
time later, our theologians decided to give it a more positive message, focusing on the eternal

kingship of Christ.

Later, in the same week, we come to Thanksgiving, which is more of a State holiday than a

Church festival. It doesndt come from our ULuth
New England. Nevertheless, it is a good and appropriate thing to thank God for His blessings,

so we will have a service, not on Thanksgiving Day, but on Thanksgiving Eve, which is

Wednesday, November 26. This year the service will again be at St. Edward and Christ

Episcopal Church, at Midland and Campbell Street. We hope to be joined by some members of
Theodore Street Lutheran. Details will be announced.

Finally, we come to November 30, which is the First Sunday in Advent! It is the first Sunday of

the new Church year. No doubt wedll break out
hope and anticipation. So happy New Yearfii t 6s been a | ong, hard yeat
ward to Christmas.

Charles R. Wolf, Chair, Worship Committee



First | would like to thank Vince
for the new office furniture,
it is very much appreciated.

Vince McGirraods
20th Anniversary Celebration
? Vince McGirr, our Minister of Music, has

J beenwith us for 20 years. Above and beyond
f dis muSicatddites Vihceaises geoenously of

| attended the Northern Illinois Synod 2008 __
Mi ssion gathering fACarijin

Where | Liveo in Bolinglphiookt,i nwa téhn dPatsdloent s to o
Jane. We discussed different ways of 20 years at Faith Lutheran Church there will be an
fGreening up our churchlfoopenhsuseods using bio-

degradable cleaning products and recycling Sunday, Nov. 2, 2008 from 1800 pm.

and using recycled products. We also talked Please join us on this day to celebrate

about different ways of cutting down the Vinceds special anni
costs by using compact fluorescent lighting

where possible, turning off lights when not e

in use or using motion detectors in the bath- ! : MONTHLY POT LUCK !

rooms to turn off lights after a given amount s Tuesday, November 11 i

of time so the lights would not be on when I @ noon. I

the room is empty. We could all help by do- Guest Speaker: I
ing the three- REDYCE RECE-U|S

CLE® at Church and at hlb Earl Menr.ilelsohn 2 Imesmbeglof our cq/urch,
to not only help cut costs but to help save i who is a recruiter. i

the environment, not only for ourselves but I Starting on Dec. 12th (FRIDAY)

for future generations. Everyone here can : il be ch ina the d ¢ :
help. Some examples would be to use only | We will be changing the day o |

Green cleaning products, use less plastic I the week for the Pot Luck . |
bags, buy only products made from recycled T T T T T T T T '
materials whenever possible. Some things

to consider here at Church to help cut costs THANK YOU! <

is to send the newsletter by e -mail and save Bryan and Melody &&/)>
on the amount of paper used, turn off the Dodge for the gift of a w
lights whenever not needed. We might new fax machine 1

consider remote flush valves in the bath-
rooms and timers or motion detectors on L= e e e e e e e e e e e e ey
light switches. We could use real plates and H . Attention: Men of Faith I
cups instead of paper when possible or use I CO\ 205 Saturday, [
biodegradable plates and cups and not use R November 22nd [
g P up . @ 8:00 am I
I
I
I
=l

Styrofoam {it is not biodegradable, nor are

) &%

D J f d food, fell hi
plastic bags}. There are many, many more j Join us for good food, fellowship, wor-

[
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ship and Bible study.
ways to reduce wastes and costs. | have a

list of websites to look at for ways to do this
including www.webofcreation.com which of-
fers guidelines, ways to start, and worship
materials. These are all good ideas and we
will implement as many as we can and con-
stantly seek new ways to save material and
money. Thank you

o CoC o C C 3 CC 343 3

Girls Club
7:00 pm
Tuesday, November 25th

Dennis Cannon
Property Chair




THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE Iﬁ

Come join with us as we ceIebrateIL‘IGodc”)
our brothers and sisters in Christ from IEI
St. Edward and Christ Episcopal Church. ‘1,_::13:“_ 2 D
The combined service will be at the Episcopal Church ‘H—@ H
i (located one block across the street from Faith Lutheran) Ib‘l
U and we will join with them in the celebration of their newly decorated sanctuary. |
I;jl The service will be followed by our trlﬁditi
A . . . . .
( We will begin with worship at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday. evening, November 26
( )
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THANK YOU. .. THANK YOUé to Vince M
for the generous gift of office furniture in both
administrative offices and pastor's office. These of-

fices will be open Sunday,
November 2nd
for you to stop in and take a look.

SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING

A meeting was held with the Service Committee on October 15th. We discussed the
November Challenge  which will be the Food Drive to benefit Blessing Bench.
Hopefully, everyone will remember to make this a great event for our church to help
our Sister Church in need.

Next meeting will be on November 12th , at which time we will be discussing the

Caring Tree. Yes, |l tds getting to be thats ti me
Guardian Angel Home. Watch for the Caring Tree to go up the last of November

with the name tags on it. Thanks in advance for helping this worthy cause and mak-

ing the holidays brighter for others.

The Pot Luckfor November will be Tuesday, Novenoretr® 11t}
speaker will be Carl Mendelson, a member of our church, who is a recruiter.

Everyone is encouraged to attend, especially all the Veterans we have in the church.

The sign up sheet is up for the Pot Luck.

AN ALERT REGARDING THE POT LUCKS
Starting on Dec. 12th (FRIDAY) we will be changing the day of the
week for the Pot Luck

Thank you, Joann Smothers, Service Committee Chairman
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: YOUTH NEWS ¥ BIBLES

+ Preschool and Kindergarten youth known tr

* as Guppies will meet on Saturday, il We will be

# ; i # . :

» November 22, from 10 -noon. We will be 7 presenting Bibles

gtalking about the many things that we are »
» thankful for. We will do this with games, a »
¥ Thanksgiving craft and a fruity feast.

* Parents are welcome to stay for the fun or
Y . e

* drop off your child for the activity.

hAg

¥ The 1st-4th grade will gather for our

\ﬁ% Dynamos get together on Thursday,

% November 20th from 6 -7:30 pm. We will »

to 3rd graders on
Sunday, December 7th ata
special service of worship. If
you have a 3rd grader, please
contact the church office
with the chil d
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i be playing games, and sharing a snack. All % - can make the presentation to g
i activities will center around the fact that we * . .
i are thankful for God and our family. Friends your child at that time. X
» and parents are always welcome to stay for % o 50d5025005000050850503500568508 %&%&%&M&g
’ the fun.
ﬁ

% The 5th-8th grade youth will join together

¥ on Saturday, November 22 from 6 -9 pm
» for a Blast. We will play games and enjoy
ﬁr dinner together. This age group always

X appears to be thankful just to be together.
* Friends are always welcome and so are

x * parents. Set this date aside to join us for the
i fun.

Life is fragile- handle with
prayer é
@, To start up the Prayer Telephone
T gEMac hi CalElsie at 725-4373
or go to www.faithjoliet.com and

email your prayer requests

R g
NOVEMBER FOOD

CHALLENGE

Our goal is 2000 non
- perishable food

pig

’ High School Happening will be on

- Sunday, November 23rd from noon till
*3 00 pm. This meeting will be to finalize »
¥ plans that we made at the October meeting. %
% If you were not able to attend the last bl
* meeting, then this is your chance to be *
i % heard. We need to finalize plans for school %

*$$$%$$%$$%$%*$%*%%*%*$ Rk

e e A e e o 3 3 e |

¥ year and this summer. Your input is needed. : 4

gLetés make this youth% glgEoup whlal:emsvevan

#1 0 be! We wi | | al sio hﬁfavebrmlthemrto and a

*movie.o Friends andﬁpaients, cour se, ar e
* always welcome. Church_

Items will go to the
Blessing Bench.

If you have any questions, please call
Shari Johnson @ 815 -725-2501 or church
office @ 815 -725-4213.
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. NOVEMBER 2008
&.NN.N Office Hours: Monday thru Friday( 9:00ad 1:00p) 815254213 emailfaithNews1l@sbcglobal.net
luthoran church
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
8:30 & 11:00am Worship 12:00 pm Staff Meeting
10:00 amAdult Forum 9am Counters | 10:00 am Bible Study . :
. 5:30 Praise Band
1:00-3:00 pm Open Pastor ps BectionDay . ! ;
¢ . 3 h 6:00 pm Education
Io:m.m or Vinceibs 20t Committee Meeting
Anniversary
7:00 pm Confirmation
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
8:30 & 11:00 am Worship 9am Counters | 10:00 am Bible Study| 12:00 pm Staff Meeting
10:00 am Adult Forum Past or ps 120 {Noond 12:30 pm Service 6:00 pm Confirmation | Camp
off Monthly Pot Luck Meeting @ church Worship Meeting
5:30 pm Pastor ParisHh 5:30 Praise Band LO |[MC
Relations Meeting 6:00 pm Ed Meeting
7:00 pm 7:00 pm Confirmation
Council Meeting
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30 & 11:00 am Worship 9 am Counters | 10:00 am Bible Study| 12:00 pm Staff Meeting| 6:00-7:30 pm 80010: 00 a
9: 30 am Me|nPsasBamrd|s D mmv\pm 1:30 pm Senior Service Dynamos Breakfast
Practice off e : @3 @ Loyalton Home 10:06Noon Guppieq
10:00 amAdult Forum vening A vamqm 5:30 pm Praise Band 6:00-9:00 pm Blast
@Fait 7:00 pm Confirmation
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30 & 11:00 am Worship 9am Counters | 10:00 am Bible Study| = THANKSGIVING
10:00 amAdult Forum Ummﬁoqow.w@V\ m Gilr QW\<O MI%:
Noon-3:00 pm High off ' P b
School Happening
5:00 pm
Cub Scout
(pot luck)
30
8:30 & 11:00 Worship
10:00 am Adult Forum

m Men




Worship Assistants at 8:30AM

Acolytes Assisting Minister Communion Assistants
11/02 Crucifer 11/02| Angie Hochevar 11/02 | Kay Champene
11/09 ?haé?/vﬁglzemrsgnfg‘]r 11/02| Jim Lauterbach 11/09| Angie Hochevar 11/09 |Billie Niswonger
11/16 of November 11/09 | Kyle Hochevar 11/16 | Sharilyn Markese 11/16 |Joann Smothers
11/23 11/23 | Sharilyn Markese 11/23 | Bonnie Badurski
11/30 11/30| Nancy Glenn 11/30 |Myrt Larson
Lectors Ushers / Presenters Greeters
11/02 | Angie Hochevar 11/02 | Henry Williams & Billie Niswonger 11/02 | Brenda Dodge
11/09 | Marianne Gardner 11/09 | Don and Deanna Carlson 11/09 | Don and Deanna Carlson
11/16 | Sharilyn Markese 11/16 | Henry Williams & Billie Niswonger 11/16 | Claire Obermiller
11/23 | Angie Hochevar 11/23 Ka)f and Chu{,:k Champclene 11/23 | Brenda Dodge
11730 | Bormio Badurek 11/30 | Claire Obermiller & Marianne Gardner 11/30 | Joe & Ashley Glenn
Worship Assistants at 11:00AM
Acolytes T Communion Assistants
11/02 : Assisting Minster 11/02 |Rachel Hornsby
os| Aleks Stobbe for Crucifer 11/02 | Patricia Shue —
the whole month 11/02| Dan Hoogstra 11/09 | Shari Johnson 11/09 | Patricia Shue
11/16 of November 11/09| A.J. Hoogstra 11/16 | Chris Bowen 11/16 |Dennis Cannon
11/23 11/23| Patricia Shue 11/23 | Kathie Nichols
11/30 11/30 | Kathie Nichols 11/30 |Sandy Hoogstra
Lectors Ushers / Presenters Greeters
11/02 | Patricia Shue 11/02 | The Knight Family 11/02 | The Knight Family
11/09 | Kathie Nichols 11/09 |Hannelore Richweiss & Rachel Hornsby 11/09 | Hannelore Richweiss
11/16| Dennis Cannon 11/16 |Patricia Shue & Wanda Dietz 11/16 | Rachel and Devin Hornsby
11/23| Eva Stobbe 11/23 |Bob and Vicky Carlson 11/23 | Patricia Shue
11/30 | Steve Ver Halen 11/30 |Dan & A.J. Hoogstra 11/30| The Hoogstra Family
Coffee Hosts
Altar Guild  Jackie Marks 11/02 The Knight Family
Thank You!! 11/09 The Kania Family
Tha_nk_ you for dpnating your time and talents to the 11/16 The Davila Family
ministry of Faith Lutheran Church. We could not
provide all that we do without your support. May you 11/23
continue to be our partners in ministry! 11/30
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PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY

Our Prayer Blanket Ministry has begun to bloom. If you know of someone who you think would like a

prayer blanket, or if you would like to participate in this very worthwhile ministry, please contact: Joyce

Reed 7255540, Jackie Marks, 467-4094, or Carol Vicic 2546711.
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