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Joliet Area  
 

CROP Walk  
Sunday,  

October 5, 2008  
 

Registration:  
1:00 p.m.    

Step off: 2:00 p.m. 
 

Local Benefactors 
The Blessing Bench at 

Santa Cruz      
Trinity United  

Methodist Food Bank 
The Spanish Center   

    
Registration forms 

available in the  
church office   

 

So far, our walkers are 
A.J. Hoogstra,  

Don Hoogstra, and 
Austin Knight.   

Those who want to 
make a contribution 

are encouraged to see 
these folks.   

MAKE ROOM FOR RED  

 
We have been using the ELW (red hymnal) for nearly a year.  We find the vast 

majority of hymns coming from that resource and they have been  
received with enthusiasm.  Our liturgies printed in the bulletin are taken from multiple 
sources including favorites from our green hymnal.  As we are not currently using the green 

hymnals and rejoice in finding many of our old favorites included in the red,  the Worship 
Committee is considering removing the green hymnals and storing some of them.  We in-

vite your comments.  



MOVING BOLDLY FORWARD  
 

Where did the time go?  Itôs officially Autumn, and the days are noticeably shorter.  Color is 
starting to appear on the leaves, and we're starting to get ready for the busy time ahead.  Just 
look at all the Halloweôen, Thanksgiving, and Christmas merchandise in the stores! 

 

But here at Faith, weôre not about material things. Our treasures are not of this earth.  Well, 
maybe a few, like our family and our pets.  Also, we donôt get to bring our pets to church very 
often, but on October 4 from 11:00 to 1:00 Pastor Jane will again bless our animals.  Weather 
permitting, there will be an outdoor worship service, and the pets are invited.  A word of advice, 
thoughðkeep small pets like gerbils, guinea pigs or Chihuahuas away from the larger animals 
who might want to have them for lunch! 
 

At the end of the month, on October 26, the Lutheran Church celebrates Reformation Sunday, 
marking our Lutheran identity.  How did it start?  On October 31, 1517, an Augustinian monk 
named Martin Luther nailed a bulletin, written in Latin, to the door of the Castle Church in Wit-
tenberg, Germany.  Nailing bulletins to the church door was a fairly common practice in those 
days, and Luther chose October 31 because the following day, November 1, was All Saints Day 
and a lot of people would be going to church.  Many people would see Lutherôs flyer.  It was an 
invitation to religious scholars to debate on ninety-five points of theologyðthe so-called  
ñninety-five theses.ò  Soon, that relatively harmless document was translated from Latin into 
German and was widely discussed in Germany.  Inevitably, Luther got into trouble.  He was 
called before the Church leaders and asked to deny his challenge to Church doctrine.  When he 
would not, he was excommunicated, and so began the Lutheran Reformation.  Today, instead 
of observing Reformation on October 31, we celebrate it on the last Sunday of October.  
 

On Reformation Sunday, we traditionally sing Lutherôs famous hymn, A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God.  The text is Lutherôs own paraphrase of Psalm 46, ñGod is our refuge and strengthéò  It 
emphasizes Christianityôs perennial struggle with evil and Satanic forces, which is always 
 appropriate.  But Lutherôs followers read other meanings into its words as well.  It became a 
battle hymn for Protestant forces in the religious wars of the sixteenth century.  Today, with 
those wars over, many denominations sing A Mighty Fortress because of its stirring words and 
bold, marchlike tune.   
 

And what of Halloweôen?  Thatôs still on October 31, but it isnôt officially a day of religious  
observance.   Itôs just ñthe evening of All Hallowsô day.  November 1 was set aside by the early 
Church to remember all the recently canonized saints.  November 2 was for remembering the 
souls of the faithful departed.  In Europe, there is a folk belief that souls of the dead return to 
visit their loved ones on November 2.  But the eerie side of Halloweôen most likely comes from 
the Celtic celebration of Samhain. (sow-en), making the end of the harvest and the beginning of 
winter.  Evil spirits were thought to be abroad, and the Celts built fires and conducted rituals to 
ward them off.  When Christianity came, rather than quashing the Samhain observance, the 
Church just let it become Halloweôen.   
 

Maybe the theme here is facing the future boldly, not being afraid of darkness or evil in what-
ever form it takes, either the powers of Hell or of this earth.  God is our refuge and strength! 
 

Charles R. Wolf 
Chair, Worship Committee 

Thank you for serving as worship assistants. Please 
check the enclosed calendar for your dates and time.  

Pastoral Acts:  

Baptisms: Thomas James Mowatt III 



SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

A service committee meeting was held on September 10, 2008 at church.  Plans for the 
picnic were discussed.  We also discussed a different plan for Coffee Hour.  Someone  
suggested that we have ñno hostsò for coffee hour each week, just say that people can 

bring something they want to bring, like cookies, donuts, coffee cakes, etc. and it would 
be like a Coffee Hour Pot Luck.  Nothing was finalized at this time though.  We still need 

people for Coffee Hour Hosts at this time.  More to follow on that subject.  
 

The Next Meeting will be October 15, 2008 at the church.  
 

The October Pot Luck will be October 14th with Eva Stobbe as our speaker.  
 The topic ñNutrition and Aging.ò 

 

The picnic was VERY WELL attended.  Everyone had a wonderful time, even though the 
weather didnôt cooperate.  Many thanks to the people who helped set up, clean up and  

everything in between.  Deanna did a wonderful job of making all the BBQ.  Angie did an 
awesome job on the cakes for the 55th anniversary of the church.  The Praise Band did a 

great job of entertaining everyone.  Thank you to everyone who came out and helped 
make the picnic a huge success.  Boy, what a wonderful selection of dishes to pass and 
desserts we had.  Bless you all.   

PRAYER BLANKET  MINISTRY 
 

òGod grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the 

things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.ó    

THE SERENITY  PRAYER 

Our Prayer Blanket Ministry has begun to bloom.  If you know of someone who you think would 

like a prayer blanket, or if you would like to participate in this very worthwhile ministry, please 

contact:  Joyce Reed  725-5540,  Jackie Marks, 467-4094, or Carol Vicic 254-6711. 

Rodney Juell  

We have some news to share regarding for-

mer Pastor Rodney Juell.  The congregation 

of Bethlehem Lutheran has arrived at the 

point where, after many years of interim 

pasturing, they are ready to call a pastor; so, 

Pastor Juell will be stepping down from his 

ministry there and will continue full time at 

St. Joseph  

Hospital as chaplain.  Also, many of you have 

been concerned about Pastor Juellôs health 

and he appreciates your concern and wants 

you to know that these two events are not 

related.   

Recently he was diagnosed with an auto -

immune disease ( and relieved that it was not 

something else more serious ).  It is some-

thing that he will have for the rest of his life;  

however, it is treatable and manageable.  

CHURCH SAFETY  

Unfortunately harmful situations in this world 

cause us to be continually in the process of up -

dating security in church so that in the best in-

terest of our total community we can safely carry 

on Godôs mission.  A while back we established a 

policy for ministering to the homeless in our 

community.  Not too long ago we were gifted 

with a set of security cameras; and, this spring 

we began the process of setting in place safety 

guidelines and policy for those persons working 

with our children.  The locks on our doors have 

not been changed for several years and so a few 

months ago we began replacing the locks ð

beginning with the choir room, followed by the 

office and soon we will be changing the locks on 

the outer doors.  Those who have need will re-

ceive keys as quickly as possible.  A reminder to 

everyone, the building is open from 9 am to 1 

pm,  weekdays and of course, on Sunday morn-

ings.  We apologize for any inconvenience that 

security changes may bring.     



EVENING VESPERS 
Together with our friends from  

1st Lutheran /  Santa Cruz é 

October 21@ 6: 15 @ Faith  
Come for prayer ,  pot luck  

and  fellowship  

MONTHLY POT LUCK  

October 14@ noon.  

Guest Speaker: Eva Stobbe  

Topic: òNutrition and Agingó  

Attention: Men of Faith  

 Saturday, October 18th @ 8:00 

am  

Join us for good food, fellowship, worship 

and Bible study.  

 

Girls Club  
7:00 pm  

Tuesday, October 28th  

ALL YOU  
PUPPIES AND KITTIES  

OUT THEREé. 
 

Tell your masters to 
mark their calendars for Saturday 

morning, October 4th for our 
Third Annual PET BLESSING  

11 a.m.ñ1 p.m.   Outside -if weather permits  
òAll Creation Worshipóé.Gamesé& Goodies 

�9�L�Q�F�H���0�F�*�L�U�U�¶�V�������W�K���$�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���&�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� 
 

Vince McGirr, our minister of music, has been with us for 20 years.  Above 
and beyond his musical duties Vince gives generously of his time and talents to 
�R�X�U���F�K�X�U�F�K�������7�R���K�R�Q�R�U���9�L�Q�F�H�¶�V���������\�H�D�U�V���D�W���)�D�L�W�K���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K���W�K�H�U�H���Z�L�O�O��
be an open house on  

Sunday, November 2, 2008 from 1:00-3:00 pm.   
�3�O�H�D�V�H���M�R�L�Q���X�V���R�Q���W�K�L�V���G�D�\���W�R���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H���9�L�Q�F�H�¶�V���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���� 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

Drop off on Saturday, October 4  
(9:00-12:00 noon) or 

Sunday, October 5  
(12:00 noon�³3:00 pm) 

 

Important Changes: 
NO longer collecting clothing  
NO toothpaste in health kits.  

 

What to donate: 
Quilts and blankets, School kits, Health kits, 

  Sewing kits, Sewing fabrics, 3 yds.  
Each, cotton or cotton bend, Layettes 
Soap; new soap in original wrappings  

Come to Adult Forum  

 

Have you been to our Adult Sunday classes here at Faith?  Every Sunday at 10:00 we meet for 

lively discussion and learning.  New voices are always welcome at the table.  Currently we are do-

ing sessions on the topic of prayer.  On October 12th member Carol Vicic from our Altar guild will 

be sharing with us information on the Seasons of the Church.  We hope you will  

consider joining us.  

 

Join us on  
Tuesdays  at 10  


