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Rev. Jane Perkolup, Pastor
353N. Midland Avenue, Joliet, IL 60435
lutheran church Office Phone (815) 728213 Office hours: Monddy Friday 9amlpm
www.faithjoliet.com FaithNewsl@sbcglobal.net
OuRr MissioN:  Sharing the Love of God

OUR VISION GoALS: Feed the Hungry Connect with New Neighbors
Grow Caring Relationships Engage Adults in Christian Education

From the pastorsdesk .. .. ..

This past week I had the privilege of attending our three day Professional
Leaders Conference for pastors in the Northern Illinois Synod. Not only was it
spiritually up-lifting in that one of my seminary professors, Dr. Craig Saterlee, was
the guest speaker; but, there is always time built in for relaxation and fellowship.
The setting for this annual conference is high on a hill outside Galena, Illinois
where beauty of nature abounds. As I looked from my window in the retreat house
high atop the hill, I saw a vast array of rolling hills, all farm fields of varying crops.
Crops that are ready for harvest. Crops of differing hues, looking much like a
patch-work quilt with occasional little farm houses and buildings dotting the
scene. How beautiful nature is this time of the year. And, what a blessing to have
a little time to enjoy it.

In thinking on this, a WORD came to me for our church:

The harvest is ready ahd the Fruits of the Spirit are ripe.
Autumn and the time for harvest represents a new beginning for the world. A new
beginning of nourishment and plenty. A time for thanksgiving. A season for plenty.
And as we enter into our fall programming and ministries, the changing of the
seasons in the church, our preparedness for the winter to come; we need to take a
look at just what the fruits of our Great Harvester look like. Through our
stewardship efforts we see that God gifts us in many different ways and in varying
amounts. But, gifted we are. In the Book of Galatians Chapter 5 the fruits of the
spirit are listed: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. When these abound, God’s work gets done. When these
abound God’s people work together in harmony. As we enter into this fall season
here at Faith, each one of us needs to ask ourselves, “ Which of these gifts do I have?
Which would I like to work on developing? And how can I use them all in our
congregation and in the world as a child of God?

God’s blessings,



@ CROP Hunger Walk

Joliet Area QUENCHING A THIRST

Hawa gets water in Geles, a village in the Darfur region of Sudan

CROP Wa”( where the Action by Churches Together-Caritas coalition has
provided wells and other services. While the CWS-supported
SU nday, coalition effort focuses primarily on the needs of people internally

displaced by the widespread violence in Darfur, it is also assisting
OCtO ber 51 2008 nearby villages, many of which are hosting uprooted families.

In the arid northwest of Kenya, 350 Turkana families in two

Reg|5trat|0n: villages are gaining clean water and sanitation facilities, with the
1 OO help of the CWS Water for Life/Water for All program and a local
. p .m. partner. The people are providing the labor and some of the

Step O-I'-f- 2 OO p m materials. The new wells will free up the women and girls from

walking long distances to get water. Latrines and bathing cabins
will help to prevent iliness.

Local BenefaCtorS As a CROP Hunger Walker or sponsor, you help us reach out to

The B|essing Bench at children and families in Darfur, Kenya, and elsewhere with the
gift of clean, fresh water and other empowering tools of hope.
Santa Cruz

Trinity United A Little Help Can Make

Methodist Food Bank a Big Difference
The Spanish Center

$25 — can provide blankets to a family of five displaced by violence
or natural disaster

Registration forms
available in the $45 — can provide 30 jerry cans to carry clean water for drinking
and cooking

church office

$150 - can buy a hundred chickens and two wire chicken coops;
providing two families with a reliable source of eggs, protein, and income

SO far’ our Walkers are $500 - can provide small start-up loans that enable women to
AJ . HOOgStra, jump-start a business, such as making school uniforms

Don HOOgStra' and Together, we can make a difference!

Austin Knight. Join the CROP Hunger Walk or contribute to a Walker.
Those who want to
make a contribution @
are encouraged to see CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
CWS/CROP Regional Office toll-free 888-CWS-CROP (888-297-2767)
these fOIkS www.churchworldservice.org
é}% MAKE ROOM FOR RED

e Worship

We have been using the ELW (red hymnal) for nearly a year. We find the vast
majority of hymns coming from that resource and they have been

received with enthusiasm. Our liturgies printed in the bulletin are taken from multiple
sources including favorites from our green hymnal. As we are not currently using the green
hymnals and rejoice in finding many of our old favorites included in the red, the Worship
Committee is considering removing the green hymnals and storing some of them. We in-
vite your comments.
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Thank you for serving as worship assistants. Please
©  check the enclosed calendar for your dates and time.

Pastoral Acts:
Baptisms: Thomas James Mowatt Il
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MOVING BOLDLY FORWARD

Where did the time go? |l t6s officially Autumn,
starting to appear on the leaves, and we're starting to get ready for the busy time ahead. Just
|l ook at all the Hall owebden, Thanksgiving, and C

But here at Faith, wedre not about material |thi
maybe a few, |ike our family and our pets. Al s
often, but on October 4 from 11:00 to 1:00 Pastor Jane will again bless our animals. Weather

permitting, there will be an outdoor worship service, and the pets are invited. A word of advice,

thoughd keep small pets like gerbils, guinea pigs or Chihuahuas away from the larger animals

who might want to have them for lunch!

At the end of the month, on October 26, the Lutheran Church celebrates Reformation Sunday,
marking our Lutheran identity. How did it start? On October 31, 1517, an Augustinian monk

named Martin Luther nailed a bulletin, written in Latin, to the door of the Castle Church in Wit-
tenberg, Germany. Nailing bulletins to the church door was a fairly common practice in those

days, and Luther chose October 31 because the following day, November 1, was All Saints Day
and a | ot of people would be going to church.
invitation to religious scholars to debate on ninety-five points of theologyd the so-called

Ani AFetvye t heses. o Soon, that relatively har ml e:
German and was widely discussed in Germany. Inevitably, Luther got into trouble. He was

called before the Church leaders and asked to deny his challenge to Church doctrine. When he
would not, he was excommunicated, and so began the Lutheran Reformation. Today, instead

of observing Reformation on October 31, we celebrate it on the last Sunday of October.

On Ref ormation Sunday, we tr adiANightyBolresgls©urng L u

God. The text is Lutherds own paraphrase of Psa
emphasizes Christianityds perennial struggl e wi
appropriate. But Lutherdéds followers read ot her

battle hymn for Protestant forces in the religious wars of the sixteenth century. Today, with
those wars over, many denominations sing A Mighty Fortress because of its stirring words and
bold, marchlike tune.

And what of Hall oweden? That s still on Octobe
observance. ltds just Athe evening of Al Ha l
Church to remember all the recently canonized saints. November 2 was for remembering the

souls of the faithful departed. In Europe, there is a folk belief that souls of the dead return to

visit their | oved ones on November 2. But tihe
the Celtic celebration of Samhain. (sow-en), making the end of the harvest and the beginning of

winter. Evil spirits were thought to be abroad, and the Celts built fires and conducted rituals to

ward them off. When Christianity came, rather than quashing the Samhain observance, the

Church just I et it become Hall oweden.

Maybe the theme here is facing the future boldly, not being afraid of darkness or evil in what-
ever form it takes, either the powers of Hell or of this earth. God is our refuge and strength!

Charles R. Wolf
Chair, Worship Committee



*
*
*
*
*

* A
L 4
esuggeste

(22 X 2 4

d t hat we

E people for Coffee Hour Hosts at this time. More to follow on that subject.

: The Next Meeting will be October 15, 2008 at the church.

*

: The October Pot Luck will be October 14th with Eva Stobbe as our speaker.

: The topic ANutriti

E The picnic was VERY WELL attended. Everyone had a wonderful time, even though the
eweat her didndédt cooperate.
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SERVICE COMMITTEE MEETING

service committee meeting was held on September 10, 2008 at church. Plans for the
picnic were discussed. We also discussed a different plan for Coffee Hour. Someone

have
b bring something they want to bring, like cookies, donuts, coffee cakes, etc. and it would
+ be like a Coffee Hour Pot Luck. Nothing was finalized at this time though. We still need

ino hostso for coffee h

on and Aging.
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E everything in between. Deanna did a wonderful job of making all the BBQ. Angie did an b
: awesome job on the cakes for the 55th anniversary of the church. The Praise Band did a :
+ great job of entertaining everyone. Thank you to everyone who came out and helped D¢
¢ make the picnic a huge success. Boy, what a wonderful selection of dishes to pass and M
E desserts we had. Bless you all. E
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CHURCH SAFETY EEESES i R RS R R S
Unfortunately harmful situations in this world [ Rodney Juell 0
cause us to be continually in the process of up - | We have some news to share regarding for- [
dating security in church so that in the best in- [| mer Pastor Rodney Juell. The congregation I
terest of our total community we can safely carry I of Bethlehem Lutheran has arrived at the I
on Godo6és mission. A whi | e pointcwhereyaiter many yedrd of irsighia d = a
policy for ministering to the homeless in our [ pasturing, they are ready to call a pastor; so, U
community. Not too long ago we were gifted Pastor Juell will be stepping down from his [
with a set of security cameras; and, this spring [ ministry there and will continue full time at [
we began the process of setting in place safety [| St.Joseph I
guidelines and policy for those persons working Hospital as chaplain. Also, many of you have I
with our children. The locks on our doors have 0 been concerned about Pa Sﬂt
not been changed for several years and so a few and he appreciates your concern and wants
months ago we began replacing the locks o} [ you to know that these two events are not [
beginning with the choir room, followed by the 0 related. I
office and soon we will be changing the locks on [ Recently he was diagnosed with an auto - I
the outer doors. Those who have need will re- | immune disease ( and relieved that it was not I
ceive keys as quickly as possible. A reminder to I something else more serious ). Itis some- [
everyone, the building is open from 9 amto 1 thing that he will have for the rest of his life;
pm, weekdays and of course, on Sunday morn- [ however, it is treatable and manageable. [
ings. We apologize for any inconvenience that [
security changes may bring. Peesemses s e s e s e s e = e =
\@ PRAYER BLANKET MINISTRY
é‘f%ﬂ_j 0God grant me the serenity to accept the
ﬁ?} things | can, and wisdom to know

THE SERENITY PRAYER
Our Prayer Blanket Ministry has begun to bloom. If you know of someone who you think would
like a prayer blanket, or if you would like to participate in this very worthwhile ministry, please
contact: Joyce Reed 725540, Jackie Marks, 4674094, or Carol Vicic 2546711.
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Vince McGirr, our minister of music, has been with us for 20 years. Above
and beyond his musical duties Vince gives generously of his time and talents
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be an open house on
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Sunday, November 2, 2008 from B pm.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Drop off on Saturday, October 4
(9:00-12:00 noon) or
Sunday, October 5
(22:00 noon33:00 pm)

Important Changes:
NOlonger collecting clothing
NOtoothpaste in health Kits.

What to donate:

Quilts and blankets, School kits, Health kits,
Sewing kits, Sewing fabrics, 3 yds.
Each, cotton or cotton bend, Layettes
Soap; new soap in original wrappings

ALL YOU
PUPPIES AND KITTIES
OUT THEREE.

L Y :
w Tell your masters to

'§ .~ mark their calendars for Saturday
morning, October 4th for our
Third Annual PET BLESSING
11 a.mil 1 p.m. Outside -if weather permits
0AIl I

Join us on
Tuesdays at 10

Come to Adult Forum

Have you been to our Adult Sunday classes here at Faith? Every Sunday at 10:00 we meet for
lively discussion and learning. New voices are always welcome at the table. Currently we are do-
ing sessions on the topic of prayer. On October 12th member Carol Vicic from our Altar guild will
be sharing with us information on the Seasons of the Church. We hope you will

consider joining us.

EVENING VESPERS
Together with our friends from
1st Lutheran / Santa Cruz é
October 21@6: 15 @Faith
Come for prayer , pot luck
and fellowship
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0 ) \ Attention: Men of Faith I
Dé‘)}&\[—l\:ﬁ Saturday, October 18th @ 8:00 0
I am I
[ Join us for good food, fellowship, worship I
I and Bible study. I
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i : MONTHLY POT LUCK |

: October 14@ noon.
! Guest Speaker: Eva Stobbe

R 1

Girls Club
7:00 pm
Tuesday, October 28th
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