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JULY 2008  Newsletter 



ñNorthern Illinois Synod Assemblyò 
 

Thank you all for the opportunity to attend the Northern Illinois Synod Assembly this past weekend, 
June 13th and 14th.  I will never forget the experience. I returned spiritually renewed and motivated 
to do Godôs work with new fervor.  Attending with Pastor Jane and Charles Wolf, we prayed, sang 
and worshiped with hundreds of others. Imagine that many voices in song and praise ð  
exhilarating! 
 

Special anniversaries were celebrated. Among the six congregations celebrating 150 years were 
First Lutheran, Lee and St. Matthewôs, Princeton. It is customary to present a gift to the synod on 
these occasions. Gifts ranged from 150 boxes of Jell-O to $15,000 for N.I.U. campus ministries to 
$51,000 start up money to establish a new church. 
 

Those celebrating 100 years of ministry included Our Saviorôs, Rockford who presented the synod 
with $100,000!!! Another 100-year anniversary recognition went to Salem of Moline. As I watched  
Salemôs video presentation, I noted they had only four pastors in 98 years, their fifth pastor joining 
them in 2006. What an incredible tribute to those pastors and the congregations that loved and  
supported them decade after decade. 
 

 Among the anniversaries celebrated were those of pastors serving for 50, 55 and 65 years. How 
many lives they must have touched! So many sermons, baptisms, weddings and funerals,  
youngsters guided to their first communion and confirmation, parishioners counseled and  
comforted. So many songs and prayers, laughter, tears ð and potlucks. What remarkable lives 
and ministries! 
 

 Friday evening worship included the ordination of three young pastors. It was my first ordination 
ceremony, and I was as proud of those young people as their parents and pastors. Charles sang 
with the choir, and Pastor Jane served communion along with a good many other pastors from the  
Eastern conference. The eveningôs offering of nearly $14,000 went towards a full-time ministry at 
NIU. Pastor Forni led Saturday morningôs bilingual worship. 
 

 Among the business of the assembly was voting on new resolutions recommended by the  
Resolutions Committee.  We will have details of these resolutions at a future date. They covered  
becoming green congregations, a green synod, dedicating the fourth Sunday after Easter as Good 
Shepherd/Lutheran Social Services of Illinois Sunday, increasing hunger appeal giving, and  
adopting the Book of Faith Initiative for renewed Bible study and prayer.  One caused me some 
internal conflict, not because of the initiative itself, but the resource for studying the resolution  
calling for moral deliberation ñencouraging its members,...to enter in to moral deliberation and dis-
cussion concerning our nationôs foreign and military policy.ò I personally favored the resource, but 
felt that our entire congregation might not. Though my faith absolutely guides my politics, I do not 
promote those views at church.  Finally, the resolution was amended so that all can embrace it. 
 

I learned that LSSI has a program like Heifer International called Godôs Global Barnyard, and will 
get more information on it for the Christian Education Committee. I also learned that the Northern 
Illinois Synod was first in giving to the church-wide world hunger program (and that only 2/3 of the 
NIS congregations contributed).  The Congregational Life Committee has ñseed moneyò grants, 
and I would like for us to apply for one of the grants to fund background checks and first aid/CPR 
training for our Safe Child program. The NIS Women of the ELCA are very excited about coming to 
Faith in September. (Iôve already received a few registrations.) 
 

Saving some of the best news for last, Kyle Severson was elected as a lay voting member to the 
2009 Church-wide Assembly. We will be well represented. Congratulations Kyle! 
 

 Once again, thank you for the opportunity to attend the assembly. I am truly grateful. 
 

 Godôs Everlasting Love and Peace, Patricia  



SINGING WITH THE SYNOD 
 

When you  receive your July newsletter, it will be early summer and the busy events of the spring 

will be over.   There is little out of the ordinary to report.  In mid-June, plans for the July 6 service 

were still being discussed. 
 

Not that I have run out of things to write about . You know better than that!  I’d like to tell  you 

about a meeting of the Northern Illinois Synod.  At the Church Council meeting in May, I  

volunteered to go to the Synod Assembly in Rock Island, Illinois, on June 13 and 14.  This was to be 

my first trip to that kind of assembly. 
 

My calendar for the 13th was fairly clear, and I was able to get my office mate to cover the day for 

me.  So I appeared at Faith’s parking lot at 6:25 am, where I met Pastor Jane and Council President 

Patricia Shue.  We rode together with Pastor Jane.  We arrived at Augustana College shortly before 

the first plenary session. There were prayers, of course, and a hymn accompanied by the first Moller 

pipe organ in Centennial hall.  Bishop Wollersheim acted as master of ceremonies and introduced 

various speakers who gave reports; and there were votes on rules and agenda items, and the usual 

sorts of business.  What intrigued me most was the item at the bottom of the page—choir rehearsal in 

Centennial Hall at 11:30 am. 
 

Of course, I went to the choir rehearsal.  The choir director and organist were both respected  

musicians from Northern Illinois parishes.  The choristers were al volunteers, some of them music 

directors themselves.  We were there to prepare for the ordination service planned for that evening at 

8:05 p.m.  We practiced  a fairly short anthem based on a familiar tune, a hymn with choir parts, and 

a psalm.  After that, we got a box lunch while everyone else lunched at the College Center across the 

street.  What a sacrifice! 
 

The rest of the day was taken up by plenary sessions and forums.  That evening, just before eight, we 

gathered for worship.  We had a choir of about forty voices.  There was the organ, of course, which 

was complemented by handbells and brass instruments.  The sound was glorious.  The hymns were a 

mixture of old and new—Holy, Holy, Holy; How Shall They Hear, Who Have Not Heard; Here Is 

Bread; You Satisfy the Hungry Heart; Taste and See; and Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen.  We 

channel the psalm and performed our anthem.  That evening, three new pastors were ordained.  After 

the service, the three of us went to our dorm rooms and turned in for the night.  
 

The following morning there was a bilingual Spanish/English service conducted by Pastor Forni, 

whom many of you know.  It was also a “memorial service,” at which votive lights were placed on 

tables in front of the auditorium so that those present could light them in memory of loved ones.  

There was no choir.  We sang We Know That Christ Is Raised; Pues si vivimos; two old Swedish 

hymns, Children of the Heavenly Father and Thy Holy Wings; I Know That My Redeemer Lives; 

and Enviado soy de Dios.  It was a wonderful mix.  
 

I found the worship at the Synod Assembly to be inspiring and uplifting.  Don’t worry, I saved the 

bulletins, and I’ll be sharing some thoughts with the Worship Committee.  Obviously, Faith Lutheran 

doesn't have the resources of Augustana College or the Synod Assembly, but we can certainly learn 

from what other people in the Northern Illinois Synod have done.  
 

Charles Wolf, Chair, Worship Committee 

Thank you for serving as worship assistants please check 

the enclosed calendar for your dates and time.  



Service Committee Meeting  
 

 

The Service Committee Meeting was held on June 11, 2008 @ Silver Spoon @ 
12:30pm. Present were Joann Smothers, Brenda Dodge, Hannelore Richweiss, 
Deanna Carlson, Jackie Marks, and Doreen Swanson. 
 

We decided the church picnic will be Sept. 14, at noon .  I will be having a 
meeting August 13th so we can finalize the plans for the picnic. The August  
Meeting will be at the Church at 12:30 instead of a restaurant so we can get more  
accomplished. Hopefully, everyone will get involved in this. A sign up board will be 
going up for donations like the one we had for the Easter Breakfast. We need eve-
ryoneôs help with this to make it a great picnic and also celebrate our churchôs 55th 
Anniversary. 
 

New member class will be July 13th from noon-2pm with a lunch. The council 
members are encouraged to attend to share with the New Members what their  
duties and plans for their committees.  
 

Hopefully, anyone who has any ideas, plans and memories will come to the August 
13th meeting for planning the picnic.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Joann Smothers, Service Committee  

EVENING VESPERS 
Together with our friends from  

1st Lutheran / Santa Cruzé 

July 22nd, @ 6:15 pm  @ Faith.  

Come for prayer, pot luck and   
fellowship  

Com e Join  

FAITH LUTHERAN  

 

Interested in membership?   
Want to learn more about the  

Lutheran Church?   
Come join us on Sunday, July 13th , 
for lunch, discussion and  

information about what it means to be 
a Lutheran and what Faith Lutheran is 
all about.  Children are welcome.  We 

will meet from 12:00 to 2:00 pm.  
Then, for those of you who choose to 
join, we will be receiving new mem-

bers on Sunday, July 27th. Call the 
church office (815 -725 -4213) and let 
us know if you are planning to attend 

so we can prepare for you.  
 
Hope to see you there.  

A BIG Thank you goes out 

to the Day Care Center 

who have donated their  

refrigerator to the 

church .  

Faith Lutheran Cookbook  
 

Celebrating 55 years of Faith, we are 

creating a new cookbook.  We need 

you and your delicious recipes.  We 

are working with Morris Press Cookbooks and 

they have given us some guidelines to follow.  

They suggest no more than 4 to 5 recipes per 

person.  Recipes should be typed or printed on 

plain white paper.  We have recipe sheets from 

them, that may be picked up at church.  Recipes 

can be brought to church or mailed  

Attn: COOKBOOK.  In order to have cookbooks 

before Christmas, so we may use them for gifts, 

we need all recipes in no later than August 10, 

2008 .  The sooner you can turn them in the  

better for us.  We need your help in putting this 

book together.  Interested in helping?  Please 

call Billie Niswonger @ 815-741-8136.  Thanks! 



 

CONGRATULATIONS  
KYLE SEVERSON 

 

For being elected at the  
Northern Illinois Synod  

Assembly as a lay voting  
delegate to the 2009  

 Church -wide Assembly.  

Congratulations to our 

newly elected leadership.  
 

Council President - Patricia 
Shue  

Vice President - Chuck 
Champene  

Secretary - Bonnie Badurski  
Treasurer - Brenda Dodge  

 

Endowment Committee:  

Carol Luthanen  
Martha Schoffstoll  

YARD SALEðAugust  2, 2008  
8:00am ð4:00pm   

 

We will be having our 3rd Annual fundraising yard sale on  
Saturday, August 2, 2008.  

 
This yearôs profit will help sponsor a few of the smaller ministries her at 
Faith but the majority of the money will be going into the general fund.  

 
The more help we can muster the bigger success it will be.  There are many ways for you to contribute.  
We will need your resalable treasures and your time and energy along with everyoneôs prayers. 
 
We will be able to have extended hours for drop off items for your ñtreasuresò because we will be using 
the Sunday School rooms for storage.  Items can be brought to the church any day the office is open 
from 9-noon and Saturday July 19th from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. and July 26th 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.   

 
Those of you who need someone to come by and pick up items please let the church office 
know.  They will relay the information and we can schedule an appropriate time to come by.    

 
We will be having ñpricing partiesò on: 

Wed. July 23rd @ 6:00 pm    
Friday July 25th @ 10:00 am    

Wed. July 30th @ 6:00 pm  
Friday August 1st @ 10:00 am  

 
And look forward to having a huge crowd.  Please look in the narthex for sign up sheets for times to 

work at the yard sale as the event date comes closer. 
 

Again, thank you for your enthusiasm and commitment.  

Life is  fragile ð handle with prayeré 
To start up the Prayer Telephone  Machineé  

Call Elsie  at 725-4373 or go to 
www.faithjoliet.com and email your prayer requests. 



VBS 
 

 July 14th ñ18th  
6:00 pmñ8:30 pm   

 Theme òOuter Spaceó   
For more information please contact 

Annmarie (815) 666-9139 

SUMMER READ- ATHON  
 

The children have done a GREAT job of being good stewards this year, saving their 

change to send to Heifer International. They will continue raising money for Heifer  

International throughout the summer.  To do this we will be sponsoring a read-athon.  

You may choose to sponsor a child for a single amount or encourage the children to 

read by sponsoring a dime or quarter or whatever you deem worthy for each book read 

between June 1st and August 15th.  To prove they have read their books they will fill out 

an index card on each book read.  In order for all of the children to have access to 

enough books we are still requesting your used childrenõs-youthõs books for the Church 

Library.  These books do NOT need to be on any certain topic.  Any childrenõs ðyouthõs 

literature is appreciated.  If you know a youth who is not a member of the church but 

would like to use their love of reading to help the poor please let me know, and Iõll be 

glad to get them an envelope.  Questions?  Give me a call, Annmarie Zan 815-666-9139  

Graduatesé 
 

On June 1, we  
recognized our  

high school and college graduates.  
Please keep them in your prayersé 

 

Bryan Bertani  
Coal City High School  

 

Danielle Stobbe  
Joliet West High School  

 
Wendy Bertani  

Bachelor of Science in Architecture  
University of Illinois  

 

Amanda Lee Carlson  
Master of Arts in Education Olivet 

Nazarene University  
 

Alan Larson  
PhD in Rehabilitation  
University of Arizona  

 

Katherine Strle  
University of Illinois  

Congratulations Carolyn Nelson! 

Teacher of the Year!!!! 
 

Carolyn Nelson has been named Teacher of 

the Year at Amboy High School.  In addition 

to teaching English, Carolyn served as senior 

class sponsor.  Her superb nomination essay 

is posed on the bulletin board near the  

Sunday school rooms.  What a wonderful 

way to end 34 year teaching career!   

Congratulations Carolyn!  We are all very 

proud of your achievements.  
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Altar Guild  Brenda Dodge and Carol Vicic 

Thank You!!  
Thank you for donating your time and talents to the min-

istry of Faith Lutheran Church. We could not provide all 

that we do without your support.  May you continue to 

be our partners in ministry!  

Worship Assistants at 8:30AM  

 Acolytes 

7/06  

Brooke Griffith 

the whole  

month of July 

7/13 

7/20 

7/27 

 Assisting Minister 

7/06 Angie Hochevar 

7/13 Angie Hochevar 

7/20 Carol Luthanen 

7/27 Kyle Severson 

 Communion Assistants 

7/06 Myrt Larson 

7/13 Joann Smothers 

7/20 Brenda Dodge 

7/27 Brenda Dodge 

 Lectors 

7/06 Angie Hochevar 

7/13 Carol Vicic 

7/20 Terry Kania 

7/27 Marianne Gardner 

 Presenters 

7/06 Darlene Lattimer & Zach Sperstad 

7/13 Jackie Marks 

7/20 Carol Luthanen & Angie Hochevar 

7/27 Carol and Jillian Vicic 

 Ushers 

7/06 The Vicic Family 

7/13 The Eggert Family  

7/20 Jackie Marks & Claire Obermiller 

7/27 Greg & Dorothy Severson 

 Greeters 

7/06 Myrt Larson 

7/13 Claire Obermiller 

7/20 Carol Luthanen & Angie Hochevar 

7/27 Carol and Jillian Vicic 

 Coffee Hosts 

7/06  

7/13 The Eggert Family 

7/20 The Vicic Family 

7/27  

 Acolytes 

7/06  

Alexa Bowen  

the whole  

month of July  

7/13 

7/20 

7/27 

Worship Assistants at 10:30AM  

 Assisting Minister 

7/06  

7/13 Patricia Shue 

7/20  

7/27 Kyle Severson 

 Communion Assistants 

7/06 Patricia Shue 

7/13 Steve Ver Halen 

7/20 Diane Henry 

7/27 Steve Ver Halen 

 Lectors 

7/06 Kathie Nichols 

7/13 Patricia Shue 

7/20 Dennis Cannon 

7/27 Eva Stobbe 

 Presenters 

7/06 Diane Henry 

7/13 Wanda Dietz & Patricia Shue 

7/20 Wanda Dietz & Ann Troha 

7/27 Aleks & Eva Stobbe 

 Ushers 

7/06 Dan & A.J. Hoogstra 

7/13  

7/20 Patricia Shue & Wanda Dietz  

7/27 Hannelore Richweiss 

 Greeters 

7/06 Hoogstra Family 

7/13  

7/20 Patricia Shue 

7/27 Maribeth Cooper 

2008 Flower and Sanctuary Candle Sign Up Sheets  
 

Lists are posted on the bulletin board in the narthex so that you can begin to choose special dates and  
occasions for the upcoming year for flowers and our sanctuary candle.  Please choose some dates that 

are significant occasions in your life to share your remembrances and beautify our  
sanctuary for worship.  Letôs  share our blessings! 



 7/02 Cynthia Olson 

  Devin Voss   

 7/03 Zak Ratko  

 7/06 Ann Troha   

 7/08 Amanda Luthanen 

 7/11 Gregory Severson

 7/12 Lisa Goldfuss  

 7/13 Dennis Wills  

 7/15 Heather Goldfuss

 7/17 Richard Engelman 

  Dave Pruim 

 7/18 Rich Warsaw 

 7/19 Carla Wastalu 

 7/20 Ryan Wills 

 7/22 Darcy Bowen  

 7/24 Keegan Peretti 

 7/25 Donna Suski 

 7/26 Bonnie Badurski 

 7/28 Claralee Little 

 7/29 Karl Schmitz 

 7/30  Aleksander Wastalu  

We are aware of the  following members of Faith Lutheran Church having birthdays in  JULY .  

GOD BLESS YOU  as you recall the day God first gave you life!   

If  your birthday is omitted or incorrectly recorded, please let us know.  

 
 
 

Join us on Tuesdays  at 10 

Remember our Service Personnel  

During times of war it is important to remember our ser-
vicemen both in prayer and with cards and letters. Below 
are listed friends of the congregation who are serving 
overseas during this time of conflict.   
 

If you have someone to add to our list, please give the 
following information to the church office or Pastor Jane: 
name, service address, birth date and who/relationship 
submitting the name.  Please keep the office updated when they return.  

Robert K Lausch  
Legion Troop 191 CAV 
173rd ABCT  

Tash Force Saber  

APO  AE  09354  

B.D. November 

20th  

Donald & Kelli 

Werner & baby 

son, Donald  

PSC76 Box 1469  

APO, AE 09720  
Sergeant  James 

Marks  

E-TRP, 2/3 ACR  

FOB Sykes  

APO AE 09351  

jamesbmarks@us.

army.mil  

Seaman Megan Dultinger  

PSC 451 Box 700  

Harbor Patrol Unit SPO AE 

09840 -2800  

Attention: Men of Faith  
 

The Menôs Breakfast will be on hiatus for the summer.   
We will resume on the Saturday, September 13th @ 8:00 

am. We hope you have a good summer and look forward 
to having good food, fellowship, worship and bible study 

again in September.  

THE MONTHLY POT LUCK  

IS TAKING A BREAK  

FOR THE SUMMER. WE 

WILL RESUME IN SEP-

TEMBER. THANK YOU!  

PRAYER BLANKET  MINISTRY  
 
ñGod, grant me the serenity to accept the 

things I cannot change, the courage to 

change the things I can, and wisdom to 
know the difference.ò    

 ð THE SERENITY PRAYER ð 
 

Our Prayer Blanket Ministry has begun to bloom.  If you 
know of someone who you think would like a prayer blan-
ket, or if you would like to participate in this very worth-

while ministry, please contact:  Joyce Reed  725 -5540,  
Jackie Marks, 467 -4094, or Carol Vicic 254 -6711.  

Specialist Larry  

Kubbins  

376 FMC Det 7  

SGT L Kubbins  

APO AE 09344  
Lawrence.kubbins@iraq.centcom.mil  



Faith Lutheran Church  
353 N. Midland Ave.  
Joliet, IL 60435 
Mailing day July 27, 2008 ï Please Recycle!  
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
    Sharing The Love Of God  

JULY 2008  

 

Service Committee* VBS* Bible Study* 
*Evening Vespers *   Prayer Blanket Ministry*  

Faith Cookbook*  
2008 Flowers & Sanctuary Candle Sign Up *  

Church Yard Sale, Save the date August 2nd! 
More Information inside   

WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS 
SUMMER HOURS 
8:30 Traditional Worship 
9:30 Fellowship 
10:30 Contemporary Worship 

Everyone is welcome! 

 
 


